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1. Number in Sinkia.x_lgz The Kirghiz race aof Sinkiang ie also referred to, both
in 8inkiang and in English-language texts ou tha‘ provincs, as Heiheitze,
1 . According to & 19kl Burvey they numbered 65.248 ¢ 9.ightly less then 1.75
' rer cent of the totul population of Sinkiang.

2. Origin of the Name: The name Kirghiz was arrived a: oy combining the two
vords kir and kiz, which mean "Forty Maidens." Xirghiz legends :laim that
tnere ware nnee "Forty Maidens" who became pragndan!. and 50 gave birth to
their race, There are three different versions as tc how thede "Forty
Haidens" became Pregnant. The first, and most bopular, 18 that the male
parent of the Kirghiz race was a red dog, another version claims that the
foam of Issyk Kul (Warm Lake), located in vhat is prasently the Xirghie
Soviet. Socialiat Republic, wes the cause of their pregnancy. The third wey-
sion ~leims that they decame Pregnant by dipping thetir fingere {n A macic
strean,

3. History of the Race: The original home of the Xirghiz, a nomadic, Alpine
Pecple, was on the upper Yenisgedl River, located in what is now Taanu T™iva,
One of ths 8inkiang tridel, or clan, names, Burut, appears to confirm their
northern crigic and an ancient connection with the ancestors of tha Burvat
Nongols. In 8U0 Kirghir var bands defeated the Uighurs in Mongolis,
foredng some of tha Uighurs to wove acuth intc Sinkiang. In tie tupt:
century the Kirghir themselves wern defeated by the Kiara Khitad. A part
of the Kirghiz then moved back tc the Yenisel River and the rest started
on & gradusl migraticn southwest toward the Tien Bhan range, Bome of
the Kirghiz vere &riven west by the inhadbitants of 8inkiang, Ch'ien-Lung
of the Manchu Dynasty stopped <ats by confirming the right ot the Kirghix to
the lands they had oooupied and pleced them under the Jurisdiction of the
Governor of Kashgar, Like the Kagakhs, the Xixghiz were congusred by the
Rusezans in 1860 to 11570, except sor those who Temsined within Chinese tarritory.
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The Kirghuicz objected to the payment of faxes to the Goveranr oT Kashgar and, when
g &
these were forcivly exacted, they rebelled under ths Teadarship of Lwo chiefiains),

-Changar and Yusu. They were never completely subdued and after years of trouble

took advantage of the Yakub Beg rebellion of 1862 to 1374 to throv off the sovereignty
of Emperor Tung-Chi and proclaim themselves subjects of Russia. A good meny of them
8till remained on Chinese tzrricory, hovever, and in the long wrangles which took
Place con:cerning the demarcation of the frontier, the exatt status of the Kirghiz
remained wvague. They were often claimed by both Ruesia ang China, while they suc-
cessfully avoided the domination of either pover. Up tc the time of the Soviet
Revolution, the historical development of the Kirghlz on both sides of the frontier
vas essentially the same. The Soviets were able to settle and organize most of

the Xirghiz in their territory into collectives, while the Sinkiang Kirghiz have
continued in their traditiopal nomadic ways.

la e: Kirghiz is & Turkic language, closely resembling that of the Kazalkhs.
The same language is spoken by Kirghiz on the Soviet 51de of the frentier. The
Kirghiz in 8inkiang are almost completely 1lliterate and the oniy vritten form

for the language is the Arabic seript. In the USSR, on the cther hand, illiteracy
has decreased sharply with the introduction of the new Kirghiz alphabet which was
an adapted Cyrillic script.

Religion: The Kirghiz belong to the Surni order of the Islamic faith, Although
they consider themselves exemplary Moslems and gre less telerant of non-Moslems than
the Kazakns, they still have many etrong shamanistijc noldovers wor eXampie, one

of the duties of the "Moru," their Priests. (s 42 cesv out sichuees vy crdering

that & sheep be killed and placed before the afflicted mar. Then there {s dancing
and the beating of drums, by which means they beliave they car drive out the deviis
from the mar and cause them to enter the carcuss of the shesp. Whem this 1s taker
8wey 11 15 thought that the devils go with i:. So compiete iw their faith in thie
method of cure that the sick man will more often than met e revived

8ical Characteristics: The features of the Kirghiz sre of Morzcloid type, re-
latively short with straight hair, biack 2Yes with tbe epicanthie fold, nose
broad et the base, light brown skin and slight facig! and beay hair, They aze =
powerful and raw-boned race with an unusually keen sense of sight

Dresg: The Kirghiz men wear long gowns which are staffed with wool and cottor and

are worn over trousers that are tucked into high ridirg beots, Mose Kirghiz do not
wear the same hats winter and summer. Their winter hats are nade of rlack fur and
have eur flaps, while in the eumeer they Reneralily wear g highly embroidered tebitelx
(skull-cap). There 1s a hat vhich 1s worn by the Kirghiz men in both winter and summer.
Ivis & round, white, felt hat, similar in shape 1o a US saslor cAp.  The brim, how-
ever, 18 of black felt and left up in back and turned down in front ta shield the e 5.
The favorite colom of the Kirghiz sre binck and marcon and are reflected in ali of
their clothing. The Kirghiz women wear the sume clothing as the men with the ax.
ception of thair nunique and graceful head-dress. This consiats ot a tastefully wound
vwhite turben which sits precariously high on the hegd mnd one end of whieh, one foot
in length, svings on the back, Eirghiz woman vesil thetr facera with white sloth, or
lace of their cwm weaving, and are particularly hsndsoms, kaving a spleadid carrisge,

Concentrations: The Kirghiz are Alpine nomads who are oplit up into small toibes
and distributeq throughout the Tekes Valley and in the extreme heights of the Tien
8han range as far eest a8 Xashger, their urban concentrution 1a Binkiang.

Dvellings: 'The Kirghiz, like the Kazakhs, generally live fn yurts all the year round
Lft u% reside in mud or 1°T cabing during the winter. i\

Eating Habits: The diet of the nomadic Kirghiz tribesmen conzists of approximately
50 per cent milk, Lo Per cent meat, &nd 10 per cent cerzal. They eqt absolutely no
vegetables and are considersd medium eaters. The rich among them subsist on mutton,
rice and mare's milk, The poorer families have to live on noodle scup and mare's
milk, and qecasional exall amounts of muttor, A guest at one of thelr encampments
ia alveys offered sour milk. The Xirghiz consume RO Porx, and wine ia pever drunk,
even at feasts, Little heed is raid to the detatls of the Moslem eating code save
in these two respects. *
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1l. Occupations: liike the Kazaekhe, the Kirghiz are Pastoral nomads, They ere, however,
Alpine nomads who are exiremely fiue horsemen and dwell amongst the steep crags and
high narow mountein treils in contrast to the Kazekhs who gxe steppre nomads. While
some groups of Kazakhs spend their wintexs in the protection of the foothills below
the main mountain ranges and vhile their winter qQuarters are owned by 1ndividual
families, the Kirghiz establish their winter gquarters on the banks of rivers andthe
vhole clan noccupies common winter quarters. Their summer pPastures, unlike those
of the Kazakhs, are high up in the mountains. Each clan moves freely wp and
down between winter quarters and high summer rastures, but iz iimited in horizontal
movement by the presence of other clans in neighboring valleys,

Basically they are given to the tending of exteasive sheep flocks, breeding Bactarian
camels and horned cattle, including raks vhich are useful reck animals for mountain
travel. The Kirghiz also occupy themselves with hunting furreg enimalg, the wealthier
ones using eagles for that purpose. They are herdspen and huaters, all other duties
being left to their women. They sre considerably poorer 1in total number of livestock
than the Kazakhs, but have somewhat more agriculture, asome nf it irregateq. However,
since they are nomadic by nature, those Who have been foreeg 1o turn to agricwlture
are raising crops only half-hearted]y and since the lands which they inhabit are not
very fertile they are eXtremely poor. During a large part of the year they depend
for their water upon snow from the hills. Because of their impoverishment it ig

not surprising that they show a great ingenuity in aveiding tavation,

1?2. Customs:

&.' General: The Kirghiz vest their tribal government ir the hangda of the @lder
vhose dictates are 8trictly respected. No foreigner MAY witness g Kirghiz court,
The adjournment of the court is signaled with Jloud sounding thumrs on the table
and a fierce, solemnly sworn ocath.

On horseback they are superb. From an early age the youngeters live in the saddle.
A game called "baiga," a furious race, is their Favoriie sport. At the sounding

of a ngie each man leaps upon the hest horse he can find to dash wildly, sozetimes
for many miles. to 8eize the newly killed lamb which bag been placed at the flatey
uf the race as a prize., These races, in which the children often take part, must

b= seen to be believed, Sometinss the course 15 no less thap twenty miles, every
mile being completed with utter bedlam, tricke fair and foul ang with wild ex-
citement and screaming.

b. Mnrrigge: Their marriage customs grs very similer to those of the U{ghurs, but
the tride on entering her new home must share, with her husbasd, a wheat-ocake
soaked in walt wator, This ricual is said t0 ensure fertility and to make it
more likely that the children vill be males. A man nay teke fouy wives, but
all the wives enjoy equel rights and are of the came porial stending., It s
Very unusual for s woman to DArry & seconc time,

¢. Divorge: Domestic quarrels are slvaye dealt, with DY the Mora, the 1local priest.
The Mora enters the tent and reads the Xorss to the disputing couple. The same
Tule applies to widows &8 emong the Yarakhs, they must not remarry out of the
busband's fanily. This Principle is firnly established daspite the fact that
it is frowned wpon by all strist followers of Islaam.

4. Burial Rites: Hilarity and celsbration, not. a dnsss, characterizes the funeral
ceremony. The dead perion is placed on a hilltop, interned with food,?elothing
and a certain amount of money, in a high, walled tomb, The sustensnce is sup-
poged to feed nim opn the voy to the hereatter. They pay great respect to their
Gead and the annual ceremcny of visiting the graves is an occasion for much
feasting., Friends and relatives bring gifts and in Teturn are feasted. The
vhole ritual ends with either horse races or shooting competitions,

13. Gocd Qualitiea: The Kirghiz are fran: ang wanly and, save during their outbursts
of lavlestuess, thay are quite law-abiding,  Their fear of officials is almost laugh-
able at times. Daspite theiy Poveriy {hey are very hospitable and, though they are
alvays eager for tlunder, tiey consider 1t {he depth of shame to steal frem s guest,
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1%, Bad Qualities: From the sanguinary ang uwnsavory episodes in the Eirghiz history
one can judge the general characterietics of this people. They ere born plunderers,

good fighters, had nelghbors and a thorn in the side of authorities vherever they
are to be foune.

15. 8B : There can be no denying the fact that the Kirghiz still present an awkvard
problem to the Government of 8inkiang. Perheps the best solution would be to allow
them as much freedom as Doscible so & to gradusily win their confidence and over-
come their distrust of all official rule. But their thieving inclinations make it
Quite impossidle to ignore them and since they bave the knack of moving swiftly
from place to place amid the foothills of the Tien Shan Taage, expeditions to
punisk them for their occssiocnal ralds upon Moslen villagss meet with grest dif-
ficulties and do uot usually achieve their objsctive. One good thing the Xirghia
kave done; during the brief pericd when, under the leadership of Usman they controlled
Eashgar, thay convinced the other Moslens that the Chinese sdministration, vith all
ite faults, was paradise sompared with their regime, Even at the present time they
still sit o the fenco and shough Sovist influence over then is inoressing, they are
nov tending to Arift towards Chiss., Probably their movements are just an instinctive
&voldance of any irksome suthority, :
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